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The Commoner
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‘Jafnﬁ Af expenditures omits the pregnant ~fact
~*that congress authorized the use of one and
ﬁlﬁ blllion dollars in the hands of various de-
' _pArtments and bureaus, which otherwise would
! ‘been converted into the treasury, and which

~ ' should be added to the Rgpublican total of ex-
" penditures,
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. ~ HIGH COST OF LIVING
A e 31:!“ cost of living and the depreciation
L ~"of bond values in this country are primarily due
~ " o war ftself, to the necessary governmental ex-
U Jpenditures for the destructive purposes of war,
© | toprivate extravagance, to the world shortage
. of eapital, to the inflation of foreign currencles
and credits and in Jarge degree, to conscience-

X l,leu profiteering. :

_.“"The Republican party is responsible for the
+ faflure to restore pesce and peate conditions
" 4 .In Burope, which is a principal cause of post-
Ry armistica inflation the world over, It has denied
. the demand of the pfenident for necessary leg-
s cislation to deal with secondary and loeal causes.
. The sound policies pursued by the treasury and
.~ .the federal reserve system have limited in this
¢y country, though they eould not prevent, the in-
L flation which wag world-wide, Elected upon
| . specific promises to curtail public expenditures
" and not to bring the country back to a status of
. eftactive economy, the Republican party in con-
© . gress wasted time_and energy for moro 4han a
¢ ¥ear in vain and extravagant investigations, cost-
ing tHe taxpayers great sums of money whila
« reveallmg nothing beyond the incapacity of Re-
~__publican politiclans to cope with the problems.
. . Demanding that the president, from his place
. at.the peece table, call the congress into ex-
L traordinary . session for imperative purposes of
b, réadjustment the congress when convened spent
: . thirteen months in partisan pursuits failing to
' repeil a single war statute which harragsed busi-
SR ‘or to initiate a single coustructive measure
246 “Welp 'husiness. It busied itself making =
. ''pre-slectioti record of pretended thrift having
jﬁh: _one particle of substantial existence in fact,
~ % 7 raged against profiteers and the high cost of
BRI o 1 “without enacting a single statute to make
. the former afraid or doing 4 single’act to'the
. Isttor within limitationa. :

[ 'y '“The sitmple truth is that the high cost of
| living canionly be remedjed by fncreased pro-
L udluetion, strict governmental economy and a re-
i 0o lentless pursuit of those who take advantage
- ool post war conditions and are. demanding and
1 recelving outrageous profits,
COECE 1*We pledge the Democratic party to a policy
' l.::.‘,‘".'ut strict economy in government expenditures
W and to the enactment and enforcement of such
o o Ieislation ag may be réquired to bring profiteers
a1 fore the bar of criminal justice.
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e wre redfirm the  traditional policy of the
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L VDémocratic’ party in favor of a tariff for rey-

' enue only and confirm the policy of basing tarift
asts . L upon the intelligent research of a non-
B “eommission rather than upon the de-
de of ‘selfish interests, temporarily held in

ce.

kot 55 BUDGET
. " "In the interest of economy and good admin-

i lstration, we favor the creation of an effective
& “Budget system that will function in accord with
o ilithe principles of the constitution. The reform

i ghould. reach both the executive and legislative
.-\-Wmu of the questiou, The supervision and
0 “f preparation of the budget should be vested in
(L0 Wi the ‘secretary of the treasury as the representa-
" tive of the president. “The budget as such,
£0  vmhould not be increased by the congress except
S by a two-thirds vote, each house, however, he-
Lt g frée to exercise its constitutional privilege
W ‘et making appropriations thyough Independent
& “bills. * The appropriation bills should be econ-
ered by single committees of the house and

te. The audit system should be consalidated
| its powers expanded s0 as to pass upon the
om of, &s well as the authority for, ex-

A budget bill was passed in tho closing days

® sscond session of the Sixty-sixth congress,

ch, invalidated by plain constitutional defects

| defaced by considération of patranage, the
jesidont was obliged to  veto.
'r"” d the bill th the executive objection,

»

.

Dbanks, but it passed the Smith-Lever

public business a budget system could have been

provided, .
SENATE RULES
“We favor such alteration of the rules of pro-
cedure of the senate of the United States as vl'll
permit the prompt transaction of the nation’s
legislative business.
AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS
“T'o the great agricultural interests of the
country the Democratic party does not find it
necessary to make promises. It already is rich
in its record of things actually accomplished,
For nearly half a century of Republican rule-not
a sentence was written into the federal statutes
affording one dollar of bank credits to the farm-
ing Interests of America. In the firat term of
this Democratic administration. the National
Bank act was so altered as to authorize loans
of five years maturity on improved farm lands.
Later was established a system of farm loan
banks, from which the borrowing slready o
cends $300,000,000 and under which the inter-
est rate to farmers has boen so malerially re-
duced as to drive out of business the farm loan
sharks who formally subsisted by extortion up-
on the great agricultural interests of the coun-
try” : 1
“Thus it was a Democratic congress in the ad-
ministration of a Democratic president which
enabled the farmers of America for the first
time to obtain credit upon reasonable terms and.
insured their dpportunity for the future develop-
ment of the nation's agricultural resonrces. Tied
up in suprome court proceedings, in & suit by
hostile interests, the federal farm loan-system,
origipally opposed by the Republican candidate
for the presidency, appealed in vain to a Re-
publican congresa for adequate financial assist-
ence to tide over the interim hetween the be-
ginning and the ending of the current year,
awaiting a final decision of the highest courton
the validity of the contested act. We, pledge
prompt and cofsistent support of sound and ef-
fective measures to sustain, amplity and perfect
the rural eredits statuteg and thus to ¢heck and
reduce the growth and course of farm tenancy.
“Not only did the Democratic p
offoct a great farm loan system of iand

.

oxtengion act, carrying to every farmer in every
pection of the country, through the medium of
trained experts and by demonstration farms, the
practical knowledge acquired by the federal agri-
cultural department in all thinge relating to
agriculiure, horticulture and animal life; it es«
tablished the bureau of markets, the bureau of
farm management and passed the cotton futures
act, the grain grades bill, the co-operative fafm
administration act and the federal warehouse
aut. .

“The Demaocratic party has vastly improved the
rural mail system and has built up the parcel
post system to such an extent as to render its
activitiesa and its practical service indispensible
to the farming community. It was this wise en-
couragement and this eflective concern of the

Democratic party for the farmers of the United

States that enabled this great interest to render
such essential service in feeding the armies of
America and the allied nations of the war and
succoring starving populations since ariyistice
day. _
“Meanwhile the Republican leaders at Wash-
ington have failed utterly to propose one singla
measure to make rural life more tolerable, They
have signalized their fifteen months of congres-
sional power by urging schemes which would
strip the farms of labor by assailing the prin-
ciples of the farm loan system and seeking to
impair its efiiciency; by covertly attempting to
destroy the great nitrogeén - plang at Musel
Shoals upon which government has expended
$70,000,400 +to supply American farmers with
fertilizers at reasonable ecost: by ruthless!y
crippling nearly every branch of agricultural en-
deavor, Hterally crippling the productive med-
fums through Which the people must be fed,
“We favor such legislation as will confirm to

- tho primary producers of the nation the right

The  house .

of collective bargaining and the right of eo-

. operative handling and marketing of the prod-

ucts of, the workshop and ‘the farmy and such

legislation as will facilitate the exportation of -

our farm products.

‘“We favor comprehensive . studies  of farm
production costa and the nacensored publication
of facts found in such studies, ' .

'LABOR AND INDUSTRY

“The Demooratic party is now, as. evor the

firm friend of honest labor and the pm’mqt'er of

party put into ..

T Ly

gricultural ‘_f :1?:,4', |
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: essive Mlﬂﬂ'- It established the
_ N - 1abo ﬂmn and a Demo
eratic ‘president called to his official council hoarq
the first practiacl, workingman who ever held .
“h'w Mmh.“vﬂ"]- this ldminlltrati.,m
bave been established employment bureaus 1,
~bring the man and the job together: have boey
peaceably determined many bitter disputes be.
tween capital and labor; we repassed tho
child * labor act, fthe workingman's compen-
sation aet, - (the extension of which we aq-
vocated so as to include laborers engaged i
loading and unloading ships and in interstate
commerce); the eight-hour law, the act for vo-
cational training and a ¢ode of other wholesome
laws affecting the liberties and bettering the con-
ditions of the laboring classes. In the depart-
ment of lahor the Democratic administration
established a woman’s bureau, which a Repul-
lean congress destroyed by withholding appro-
priations, . % - -

“Labor dis nbt a commodity; it is human,
Thosé who labor have rights and the national
security and safety depend upon a just recogni-
tion of those rights and the congervation of tie
strength of the workers and their famiiles in 1o
interest of sound-hearted and sound-headcd
-men, women and children, Laws regulating

_~hours of labor and econditions under which iu-

bor is performed, Wwhen passed in recognition
of the conditions under which life must bo lived
to attain the highest development and happinoss,
are just assertions of the national interest in tbhe
welfare of the people. At the same time, the na-
tion depends upon the products of labor: a ces-
gation of prodnctton means loss and, if long con-
tinued, disaster. The:, whole people, therefore,
have a right to insist that justice shall be done

+. 10" those who work, and In turn that those whoso

Adabor ercates the necessities wpon which the life

+of the nation- depends must recognize the re-

- eiproeal -obligation between the worker and (o
‘state, Thwﬁoﬂ:;qw‘wvl@ in_the formula-
tion of sound lawys and regulations governing tie

_ eonditions under which laberis Performed, recoy-
‘nize and 50 formulated and

Aeces 7 by the

dressed mb laws and
s 'affectin other relatlons of lite.
“Labor as well as capital is entitled to ade-
quate ﬁmpe.nution. Kach has the indefeasalile
right organization, of eollective bargaining
and of speaking through representatives of their
selection. Nelther class, however, ghould at any
time nor in any circunfStances take action that
will putin jeopardy the public welfare. Resort to
strikes and lockouts which endanger the health
or lives of the people is an unsalisfactory device
for determinihg disputes, and the Democratic
party pledges itself to contrive, if possible, and
put into effective operation a falr afd compre-
hensive method of composing differences of this
nature. . 2 B¢ :

' “In private indintqla.i;dfnputeg we are opposed
to compulsory arbitration as a method plausible
in theory but a failure in fact. - With respect

_to government service, we hold distinctly that

:_!Im vights of the people are paramount to the
right to strike. However, we profess scrupulous
regard for the conditions of public employment
and pledge the Democratic party to instant in-
quiry into the pay of government employes and
equally speedy regulatfions degiguned to bring
salaries to a just and proper level,

. WOMAN SBUFFRAGE

“We endorse the proposed Ninetesnth amend-
ment of the consfitution of the United States
granting equal suffrage to women.  We congrat-
ulate the legislatures of thirty-Tive states which
have already ratified said amendment and we
urge the Democratic governors and legislatures
_of Tennepsee, North Carolina and Florida and
such states as have not yef ratified the federal
sufirage amendment to unite In an effort to com-
plete the process of ratification and secure the
thirty-sixth elate in thme for all the women of
the Unitad States to participate in the fall elec-
tion. We commiend the effective advocacy of the

measure by President Wilson.

) WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

“We urge co-operation with the states for the
protection of ehild . life throngh infancy and
maternity oare; the prehibition of child labor
‘arid adequats appropriations. for- the children s
bureau ‘and the womaw's bureau in the depart-
ment of labor, Co-operative foderal assistanco
to the states fs Immediately required for the re

N S T
I "‘ 1{;*‘ ').:5 - '%,. S n
ey T et PR
= '! - s
=" 24 i I'."‘,"'"ll..fl ".13”"!'qﬂ~

! WY i "f{" =‘:Ii. Vo

-l S
YT L i~
) ‘rr:--“' e v
AL
.v| [ﬂt =~ r
w3

ey
i)




